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Glossary of useful phrases for talking about texts
	General
	evaluation
	
	

	At first glance
	I got the impression that the text...
	
	

	After the first reading
	I came to the conclusion that the text...
	
	

	After intensive study
	I am convinced that the text...
	
	

	To my mind
	the main
	issue of
	the text is...

	I think/believe
	
	problem of
	

	In my opinion
	
	point of
	

	Personally, I feel
	
	conflict in
	

	When reading the text I
	immediately
	
	

	
	gradually
	took sides with...
	

	
	reluctantly
	identified with...
	

	
	
	disapproved of...
	

	
	
	felt a dislike for...
	

	The text
	(deeply) impressed
	me because
	of...

	
	evokes strong feelings in
	
	it...

	
	appeals to
	
	there is...

	
	does not appeal
	
	

	I felt
	amused
	by the text, as it...
	

	
	entertained
	
	

	
	perplexed
	
	

	
	bored
	
	

	
	disappointed
	
	

	I think that this text
	conveys
	the experience of...
	

	
	illustrates
	the idea that/of...
	

	
	deals with
	the notion that/of
	

	
	focusses on
	
	

	The text made me
	think about
	the issued of...
	

	
	consider
	the problem of...
	

	
	aware of
	the conflict of/between...
	


	Discussing views
	
	
	
	

	
	I’d like to point out that...
	
	
	

	
	Shouldn’t we also consider the point that...?
	
	
	

	
	What evidence do you have for assuming that...?
	
	
	

	Agreeing
	I fully
	agree with you
	and 
	I’d like to add that...

	
	I quite
	
	but
	

	
	I partly
	
	
	

	
	That’s how I understand it, as well...
	
	
	

	
	You’ve got a (good) point there.
	
	
	

	
	I fully agree with you about/on...
	
	
	

	
	I’m of the same opinion.
	
	
	

	Disagreeing
	Really? I don’t think you can say...
	
	
	

	
	Yes, but on the other hand, ...
	
	
	

	
	I see things a little differently.
	
	
	

	
	I think you’re on the wrong track there.
	
	
	

	
	I doubt whether ...
	
	
	

	
	That may be (the case), but...
	
	
	

	Defending your position
	You’ve got to admit that ...
	
	
	

	
	That’s not what I said. I said ...
	
	
	

	
	That’s not true at all. You should/must realize that ...
	
	
	

	
	You’re putting word into my mouth. What I said was ...
	
	
	

	Admitting you are wrong
	I suppose/think you’re right.
	
	
	

	
	I must have misunderstood you/that.
	
	
	

	
	I hadn’t considered that ...
	
	
	

	
	You’ve convinced me.
	
	
	

	Interrupting and
	asking for clarification
	
	
	

	
	May I interrupt you for a moment?
	
	
	

	
	Sorry? What was that?
	
	
	

	
	Did I understand you correctly?
	
	
	

	
	I don’t get you/your point.
	
	
	

	
	I’m sorry to interrupt. I’m afraid I didn’t follow.
	
	
	

	
	I’m sorry. I didn’t catch (the gist of ) that.
	
	
	

	
	Before you go any further, would you mind explaining... ?
	
	
	


	Narrative texts
	
	
	

	The
	character
	is
	introduced ...

	
	hero/heroine
	
	presented ...

	
	protagonist
	
	described ...

	
	antagonist
	
	characterized...

	The setting
	tells the reader something about ...
	
	

	
	reveals something about...
	
	

	
	evokes the feeling that ...
	
	

	
	does not provide any information about ...
	
	

	The action
	takes place
	in...
	

	
	develops
	within ...
	

	
	starts
	during ...
	

	
	
	at the time of ...
	

	The narrator
	guides the reader
	by
	his/her use of an omniscient perspective

	
	drives home his/her point
	
	commenting on the events, e.g. ...

	
	reinforces the message
	
	presenting X’s thoughts on ...

	
	
	
	using interior monologue, e.g. ...

	
	
	
	using foreshadowing, e.g. ...

	
	
	
	employing flashbacks, e.g. ...

	The author
	tells the story mainly from X’s point of view,
	which means ...
	

	
	employs/uses an (un)limited point of view,
	which leads to ...
	

	
	presents the action in a rather neutral way,
	which results in ...
	

	
	
	
	

	The open ending of the
	text
	leads me to ...
	

	
	story
	encourages me to ...
	

	
	novel
	leaves me puzzled because ...
	

	
	
	makes me wonder whether ...
	

	
	
	
	

	The 
	main point
	of the text
	seems to be that ...

	
	central issue
	of the fable
	f leads the reader to the conclusion that ...

	
	moral
	of the parable
	parable

	I suppose
	the text is meant to
	express ...
	

	I, personally, feel that
	
	show that ...
	


	DRAMA
	
	
	
	

	The stage directions
	suggest
	that ...
	
	

	
	indicate
	
	
	

	
	require
	
	
	

	In
	the dialogue
	the
	character
	speaks about ...

	During
	the soliloquy
	
	hero
	shows that ...

	Throughout
	the speech
	
	heroine
	reveals that ...

	In 1./... ... of
	the scene
	
	protagonist
	gives the impression that ...

	
	
	
	antagonist
	seems to be ...

	The
	scene
	starts with ...
	
	

	
	dialogue
	contains ...
	
	

	
	soliloquy
	presents ...
	
	

	
	
	shows ...
	
	

	
	
	concludes with ...
	
	

	The 
	main character
	is mainly
	characterized by his/her
	outward appearance

	
	protagonist
	is predominantly
	
	way of speaking

	
	hero
	is to a certain extent
	
	reactions to ...

	
	heroine
	
	
	actions, e.g. ...

	
	
	
	
	behaviour, e.g. ...

	The conflict seems to
	result from ...
	
	
	

	
	consist in ...
	
	
	

	
	be ...
	
	
	

	
	lead to ...
	
	
	

	The characters
	(don’t) seem to
	communicate effectively
	because ...
	

	X and Y
	
	understand each other
	e.g. ...
	

	
	
	be able to read each other’s mind
	
	

	
	
	talking at cross-purposes
	
	


	POETRY
	
	
	
	

	The 
	first
	line
	concentrates on ...
	the idea that ...

	
	second
	stanza
	depicts ...
	the perspective of...

	
	
	
	introduces ...
	

	
	
	
	conveys an atmosphere of ...
	

	
	
	
	is written in a(n) ... tone.
	

	The
	metaphor
	employed
	in 1./ll. ...
	is meant to ...

	
	simile
	used
	
	leads me to ...

	
	personification
	
	
	makes me imagine ...

	
	image
	
	
	conveys the meaning that ...

	The
	structure of the
	poem
	serves to ...
	

	
	
	stanza
	helps to ...
	

	
	
	
	makes the reader aware that/of ...
	

	
	
	
	emphasizes the fact that ...
	

	The final couplet
	sums up the ...
	
	
	

	
	makes the point that ...
	
	
	

	The speaker of/in the poems
	recalls ...
	
	
	

	
	takes up the role of ...
	
	
	

	
	confesses his/her feelings about ...
	
	
	

	
	addresses ...
	
	
	


